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Abstract
                    Religious intolerance has been a common issue among American Schools. This has been brought about due to diversity in religious groups in schools. Different religions have different beliefs as well as different religious practices that may differ from one religion to another. Diversity in religious groups in America has mainly been brought about due to immigration of people from other continents into America. Slavery also contributed highly as Africans were been brought to America due to slavery mainly. Africans had their own religious beliefs different from the Americans. Majority of Africans were Muslims. The Americans however, never wanted to spread their religion to Africans as they feared that Africans may get to know all about freedom and may resist or fight back slavery. Islamic religion then spread among other religious groups such as Hinduism brought about by Asians, Buddhism and among many that also spread. Hence bringing variety of different religious groups. The Muslim community and Christian community are known for their increasing number as they seek for new converts unlike the Hindu community. You find that many of the Americans who convert to the Muslim religious community are mostly among the African descendants. The groups they join are mostly the Africans immigrants. This makes Islamic language to seem to be of a specific cultural group.
               This is also the case with Asians as they are mainly identified with Hinduism.
 Many religions that we have we find that many at times one of the religions is celebrating a certain ceremony at a certain time of the year different from others. This has posed a challenge mainly in the education sector since such occasions occur during   the academic year and directly affect the students. Other challenges other   than the issue of celebrating the religious ceremonies some of the challenges brought about by having variety of religious groups  is some people not having respect for some of the religions since they do not understand and respect other religions.
 People may be misunderstood during the practice of some of their religious practices and may suffer from punishments or may be denied some of the privilege. In the past there are cases where people have been persecuted because of some of their religious beliefs. This is in the case of Jehovah Witness religious group where students who failed to obey the school flag and the school pledge could be expelled from school. Similarly their parents would suffer along with them by being persecuted. This was before a revision was done on some of the polices. Such an incidence should be avoided   so as not to make some of the religions feel threatened or feel that they are denied some of their rights. Due to the difference in religious belief the Jehovah witness may have been misunderstood before the revision of the policy of been expelled took place as not honoring their country or not being patriotic to the school which is not the case.
               Despite the diversity there should be policies that make all religions equal that does not favor another or discriminate another. This is to ensure there is religious tolerance to make our world today a better place for every one despite their religion background. This is also to ensure that there is smooth learning taking place in learning institutions.
             Religious intolerance has contributed to some of the students being disadvantaged than others due to their religious background. This has been attributed by a number of factors such as lack of some government policies to guide school administrators. Some of the factors are due to the difference in religious beliefs leading to others not understanding and respecting other people’s religious practices. The act has also been contributed by the fact students and the community around mostly do not know much about other religious groups other than theirs so   they may fail to understand their brothers and sisters from other religious communities or also   may disrespect them since they do no understand some of the importance of the religious rituals or ceremonies that they celebrate.
                     In American schools you find that the   religion that is much practiced is the Christianity religion hence disadvantaging those from other religious communities. Some of the practices include reading of the Bible and conducting of prayers in public schools. Those of different religious communities such as Islamic community may be forced to undertake such practices that may be different from their religious practices.
                  In some cases you find that some of the students are denied the freedom to worship as at that time they have classes or assignments and are denied the pleasure to be excused as they are no policies made to favor them. This is mostly the case with Muslims. In some of their religious ceremonies you still find them not given the chance to celebrate  as they is no policy that allows them or some of their teachers are religious intolerant that they fail to respect religion  therefore denying them permission when they excuse themselves.
                        Other than denial of time you may find that during their religious celebrations that mostly occur while in school such as Eid-al-fitr some of their tutors give them a lot of assignments making them have a difficult learning time as they lack enough time. Also during such a time they are fasting and much of them is required in school. Other than the Muslim community other religious communities still do suffer practicing their beliefs. Such as the Jehovah witness who may be mistaken to be not be patriotic to their school when they do not pledge to the school anthem especially where  there is no communication between the tutors and the parents of this children.
                    Apart from the students being affected by the issue of religion intolerance their parents too also suffer. There is a stereotype that Islamic women in America are not well educated hence may be looked down upon. There  are incidences where an Islamic  female parent has  been despised  by  a teacher by talking to her in  low level language as the assumption is that  she may not be understanding much of English which is very hurting and dehumanizing to the  victim. The fact that there is that stereotype of the religious group it does not mean it is true or always the case therefore there should not be any discrimination.
               Another issue that is on the rise is the fact that the school administrations do not provide a place for worship for some of the religious groups during their school time. This makes them feel not appreciated or recognized in that situation. It also inconveniences some when they have the need to connect to their spiritual being. All the religious groups should be recognized and should not be denied their rights or treated different from others (Brown, 2009).
                 Individuals are different there are some who will appreciate and respect the fact people from different religious backgrounds. However, there are some who do not acknowledge the diversity and end up making fun people from different religious backgrounds other than theirs (Berger, Davie, & Fokas, 2008). Others even come up with all sorts of stereotypes against others this may result to others getting hurt and feeling unwanted   which should not be happening in learning institutions to make it a friendly environment for students to learn.
                  Different religious groups have different beliefs from the way they dress to the food they eat. Some schools fail to recognize that forcing some of the students to compromise some of their religious beliefs or even making it hard for them in their stay in school. Such beliefs include the fact that Muslim do not feed on pork or the Seventh day Adventist. Muslim women also wear veils this should be respected in accordance to their beliefs and should not be denied the privilege. They may also be forced to attend some Christian plays during  Christian celebrations  of which they do not share or hold same  religious beliefs. This makes them feel uncomfortable as they are not used to.
              However, they are ways in which religious intolerance can be curbed in schools to accommodate people from all religious backgrounds. One of them being to enlighten students on the different religions. This is to encourage understanding and appreciation of the religious diversity. This can be done as part of the curriculum avoiding being stereotypical. This can also be done by showing the similarities between some of the religions such as praying is a common aspect. This eradicates the division created between different religions.
              To learn more on religions the school can invite guest speakers who will help people understand the diversity of different religions and appreciate without discrimination. There should also be lessons to learn more on religious ceremonies and seasons to get to know their importance.
              The student’s families should also be involved since they know much of the student background this way it would be way easier once communication between the families and the tutors take place. For example parents of the Jehovah witness once they explain to the school why their child does not pledge the school will understand. Parents also need to take part so as to explain some of the religious practices such as dietary instructions or the dressing code of some of the religious   groups.
              There should also be revisions on the time the academic curriculum takes place to make it favorable or a bit lenient to the diverse religions. This is to make it easy for students that they may not be forced to choose between school and attending some of the religious functions as both are important to the individuals involved.
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